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1892 edition. Excerpt: ... dainty in its
method of growth. I never knew its silent
warning fail. I wondered much how every
flower knew what to do and to be; why the
morning-glory didnt forget sometimes, and
bear a cluster of elder-bloom, or the elder
hang out pennons of gold and purple like
the iris, or the golden-rod suddenly blaze
out a scarlet plume, the color of the
pimpernel, was a mystery to my childish
thought. And why did the sweet wild
primrose wait till after sunset to unclose its
pale yellow buds; why did it unlock its
treasure of rich perfume to the night alone
1 Few flowers bloomed for me upon the
lonesome rock; but I made the most of all I
had, and neither knew of nor desired more.
Ah, how beautiful they were! Tiny stars of
crimson sorrel threaded on their long
brown stems; the blackberry blossoms in
bridal white; the surprise of the blue-eyed
grass; the crowfoot flowers, like drops of
yellow gold spilt about among the short
grass and over the moss; the rich,
blue-purple beach-pea, the sweet, spiked
germander, and the homely, delightful
yarrow that grows thickly on all the
islands. Sometimes its broad clusters of
dull white bloom are stained a lovely
reddish-purple, as if with the light of
sunset. I never saw it colored so elsewhere.
Quantities of slender, wide-spreading
mustard-bushes grew about the house; thoir
delicate flowers were like fragrant golden
clouds. Dandelions, buttercups, and clover
were not denied to us; though we had no
daisies nor violets nor wild roses, no asters,
but gorgeous spikes of golden-rod, and
wonderful wild morning-glories, whose
long, pale, ivory buds I used to find in the
twilight, glimmering among the dark
leaves, waiting for the touch of dawn to
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unfold and become each an exquisite
incarnate blush, -- the perfect...
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